
When HEART open its doors to the design exhibition ’DANSK 
- Design by Jens Quistgaard’ on 29th August, visitors will be 
introduced to one of the most important and overseen stories in 
the history of Danish design. 

The story is that of Jens Quistgaard, the Danish designer, whose 
saucepans, cutlery and candlesticks from the 1950s stood in millions 
of American homes and were sold in cities such as Tokyo, Paris, 
Melbourne and Johannesburg. Jens Quistgaard redefined the whole 
definition of what good taste was in 1960s USA. This marked the 
start of the enormous international popularity which Danish and 
Nordic design has enjoyed ever since.  

Danish design all over the USA
Jens Quistgaard got his breakthrough in 1954 when he designed 
the cutlery set ’Fjord’, which was discovered by an American 
entrepreneur. Thus began a modern design fairytale, with the start of 
the company Dansk Designs with Chief Designer Jens Quistgaard at 
its helm. While Jens Quistgaard sat in his workshop in Copenhagen 
designing saucepans, furniture and cutlery, DANSK opened one shop 
after the other in the USA and the rest of the world. 
The result was 30 years of intense collaboration, Quistgaard 
designing over 4000 works for the company, putting Danish design 
definitively on the world map.  

In the shadow of the Danish heavyweights
Even though Jens Quistgaard conquered the USA and designed iconic 
works like the classic shark fin tin opener, (found in every kitchen 
drawer in Denmark), the designer, now deceased, is barely mentioned 
in Danish design history. His contemporaries Finn Juhl, Hans J. Wegner 
and Børge Mogensen on the other hand, became household names.
With the exhibition ’DANSK – Design by Jens Quistgaard’, HEART aims 
to redress that imbalance, giving Jens Quistgaard the place in Danish 
design history and in the Danish consciousness that he so richly 
deserves. 

The best kept secret in Danish 
design revealed at HEART
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The first retrospective in Denmark
The exhibition will be the first retrospective of Jens Quistgaard in 
a Danish museum, and tells the story of Jens Quistgaard from his 
early works to his adventures abroad. The exhibition will be a journey 
through the designer’s life, using as a starting point the three themes 
which Quistgaard mastered so superbly - colour, material and form.
 
’DANSK – Design by Jens Quistgaard’ is part of HEARTS exhibition 
concept HEARTdesign and can be seen from 29th August 2015 till 
31st January 2016. 
There will be a preview on 28th August from 17.00-19.00, where the 
press will be invited.

The exhibition is supported by:
ege Fonden – Vibeke og Mads Eg Damgaards Fond
Danmarks Nationalbanks Jubilæumsfond af 1968
Statens Kunstfond for Kunsthåndværk og Design
Midtjydsk Skole og Kulturfond
15. Juni Fonden
Lysgaard Fonden

Contact:
Director Holger Reenberg
96 28 17 00 / hr@heartmus.dk

Curator Sara Staunsager
96 28 17 02 / ss@heartmus.dk 

Head of Communications Ane Liebing Grøngaard
96 28 17 05 / alg@heartmus.dk 
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BIOGRAPHY: JENS HARALD QUISTGAARD
Danish designer, 1919-2008.

Jens Quistgaard grew up in an artist’s home in Copenhagen and 
showed exceptional artistic talent from an early age.  His journey 
into arts and crafts started in his mother’s kitchen where, equipped 
with vice and anvil, he made himself a little workshop. There he made 
ornaments, hunting knives, bags and ceramics. He was trained in 
sculpture by his father Harald Quistgaard (1887-1979), and was later 
educated in drawing and silversmithing at Copenhagen Technical 
College under Aage Rafn and Gustav Petersen. As a designer, Jens 
Quistgaard was self-taught. Indeed, he was somewhat of an outsider 
who made his own way in life. 

REPRESENTED AT:
Designmuseum Danmark, Copenhagen
Victoria and Albert Museum, London
Nationalmuseum, Stockholm
Kunstgewerbemuseum, Berlin
MoMA, Museum of Modern Art, New York
Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York
Cooper-Hewitt National Design Museum, New York
Brooklyn Museum, New York
Philadelphia Museum of Art, Philadelphia
Louvre, Paris

AWARDS
1954: Gold and silver medals at the Triennale in Milan
1954: Lunning Prize
1958: Neimann Marcus Prize
1962: Der goldene Löffel, Munich 
2006: Honorary grant from The Central Bank of Denmark’s Jubilee 
Fund of 1968
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